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Report on Visit to Taiwan R.O.C. and
Rotary Youth Exchange Multi-District Taiwan (RYEMT)
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Dates of Visit : 27 May - 07 June 2010
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Purpose of Visit : To attend the second annual RYEMT youth exchange conference and to
tour the island of Taiwan R.O.C.

< #§ F Invited Guests :
JohnWeting - ¥ B CSRYE # iz 1 R &% ix LT W B2 ¢
CSRYE, Past Chairman & Past Asian Correspondent
Dan Bronson — #* % § - # 2 3% #(NAYEN)ZL &
NAYEN, President
Loring Miller - % B SCRYE 2010-2011 & & 2 /¥
SCRYE, Chair 2010-2011

# ¥ [Background-

ffoimzd o NFF A Re® o AN CSRYE #EE LI WEET v pF > & 1998 & B 4087 5%
3480 HhH % AR fB U BT AT IETAT ASEDOFRE AR SH S &
EFRYP I 2B R, ROLHEFAY TP  EL B o

As some of you may recall, while | served Central States as the Asian Correspondent, we began to
exchange students with District 3480 in Taiwan in 1998. Their program experienced good
growth and | believe that Taiwan now represents a significant percentage of exchanges with

Central States in the Asia Pacific North region.
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This exchange relationship was primarily through PDG Jimmy Lee, D-3480. He is very justifiably
considered the father of youth exchange in Taiwan.
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As our exchange relationship grew, PDG Jimmy began to
understand and appreciate the benefits of a multi-district exchange program. In November -
December 2005, PDG Jimmy invited me in my role as Central States chair to come to Taiwan to
meet with several of the District Governors in Taiwan. The purpose of the visit was to discuss
with the DG’s the benefits of a multi-district youth exchange organization such as Central States
and to address some of their questions. Their principal concern seemed to focus on not having
control over a program in their district. As a result of this visit and the hard work of a core group
of Rotarians in Taiwan, the Rotary Youth Exchange Multi-District Taiwan was formed. It is
composed of four of the seven District in Taiwan- Districts 3460, 3470, 3490 and 3510. Their
second annual exchange conference was held on 29 & 30 May 2010 and Central States was invited
to attend. John Stuart, Asia Pacific North Correspondent, was also invited but was unable to
participate due to scheduling.
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Over the last several years, PDG Jimmy and then PP Henry (Hydraulic) Wun have attended the
Central States Summer Conference with a delegation of 2-3 other Rotarians. The purpose of their
visits has been to observe and learn how Central governs and functions. In short, they have
elected to use Central States as a model for RYEMT. In the past several years the delegation has
made a $1,000 contribution to the Robert Shoemaker, Jr. Scholarship Fund.
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While PDG Jimmy Lee’s own district (3480) is not a member of RYEMT, he remains a principal
supporter of the organization both philosophically and financially. He is the driving force behind
RYEMT and of the proposed paperless | electronic application process that Central States is
assisting with.  Other D- 3480 Rotarians are also strong supporters of RYEMT.
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The second annual RYEMT conference was held in District 3460 in Taichung city. The location of
the conference rotates around the member districts each year. The pictures to the left are from
the opening flag ceremony.
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While the conference agenda is very similar to the Central States Summer Conference, there are
significant aspects that make the conference clearly their own. The significant points that make
this their own conference are session for “How to be a good Sponsor & Host Club” and “How to
be a Good Host Family”. They also have plenary presentations by a Club Counselor, Host School,
Host Family, sending family and Rebound Student.
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In 2010-2011, the four districts of RYEMT will host 109 lnbound students, sponsor 119 Outbound
students and exchanges with 29 countries around the world. 697 people participated in the
RYEMT conference.
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Myself and the other two invited guests were invited to give a ten-minute presentation at a
plenary session. | will be leaving with John Stuart several items from the conference and tour
one of the items is the very impressive 58 page 2010 Conference brochure. This brochure has the
remarks of many of the presenters in English and Mandarin. You can see my remarks there or

email me at jweting@me.com and | will send you a copy.
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Another Central States presenter was Keegan Elmer from Appleton, WI, District 6220, who was

hosted in District 3490 in 2006-07. He gave his presentation in what | was told was excellent

Mandarin. His remarks, in English, are included as an addendum to the conference brochure.
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The RYEMT website is very impressive and | would encourage each of you to visit the site. The
conference plenary sessions and other portions of the conference will be posted on line and can
be viewed at- www.ryetaiwan.org/. Many of the sessions will be in Mandarin but several are in
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English and some sessions such as the “Student Night” (variety show) are of course language
neutral.
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My personal observation is that RYEMT has accomplished a great deal in a very short time to
develop a quality youth exchange program in Taiwan. While they have identified areas to
improve upon, | honestly believe that students who exchange to and from RYEMT districts are
very fortunate and have a quality exchange experience.
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You can see some of my photos of the conference at http://gallery.me.com/jweting. The albumiis
titled “RYEMT Conference”.
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After the conference, the other two invited guests and | were taken on a very special tour of the
Island visiting each of the member districts as well as the Taipei area. Travel was by van, high-
speed train and regular train. At each stop of the tour we were hosted by Rotarians. Here is
some of what we visited:
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Museums and historical sites
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Two national parks
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The two schools that we visited were having farewell ceremonies for their exchange students that
were very impressive. It clearly identified how important the schools saw their participation in
the exchange program. One of the schools prepared a booklet of the student’s exchange that
was approximately 90 pages in color. The student was from Alabama. In addition to the
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booklet, there were to be formal ceremonies that day as well as interviews from the local news
media.
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At another school we participated in a farewell ceremony for three students. One was Mia Kao
Xiang from District 6270. There were brief speeches by the school and Rotary, presentation of
certificates, a dance musical performance by aboriginal students and a most delicious meal!
While it is difficult to see in the pictures below, it was a very emotional time of Mia, she obviously
was finding the reality of moving onto another phase in her exchange experience a challenge.
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| cannot offer adequate praise for how we were treated and hosted during our stay with RYEMT.
There is nothing that I could offer that would have improved our visit.
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You can also see photos of my island tour at http://gallery.me.com/jweting. The album is titled
“Taiwan Tour”.
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ln conclusion I would hke to state that Rotary Youth Exchange Multi-District Taiwan is alive and
well! Students that Central States sends to RYEMT will be well taken care of and will have an
exceptional exchange experience. Likewise, students that Central States receives from RYEMT
will be exceptional students who are well prepared for their exchange experience. We can all
recognize that there will be exceptions but overall | am convinced these will be excellent
exchanges.
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I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Central States for their supporting this visit and
to RYEMT for their generosity in making this opportunity possible. | trust that the exchange
relationship between CSRYE and RYEMT will continue to grow and flourish, providing our
collective students with an amazing exchange opportunity.

| will be at the Central States summer board meeting to address any question the board may have.
NN ERCRYE R FRE 3k TR E VA B hiEe AL -

e

-

Respectfully submitted,
John Weting
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Past Chairman CSRYE
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Past Asian Correspondent, CSRYE



