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LORING MILLER
ROTARY INVOLVEMENT

Loring Miller is a third generation Rotarian. He has served
on the District 6000 Youth Exchange Committee for over
twenty years, ten as chairman. Under his leadership, District
6000 was designated the “Most Outstanding Youth Exchange
District” by the USA-Canada Youth Exchange Network, now the
North America Youth Exchange Network. He was appointed to
the 2000-2001 Rotary International Youth Exchange Committee
and the 2001-2002 Rotary International Youth Resource Committee. RI President Richard
King presented Loring and wife Phyllis a presidential citation for Humanitarian Service to
Youth at the Rotary International Convention in Barcelona. In 2002-2003, he served as
president of the USA-Canada Youth Exchange Network. Loring will become president of
South Central Rotary Youth Exchange, SCRYE Multidistrict, July 1. He will help facilitate
youth participation at the 2011 Rotary International Convention in New Orleans. In
addition to youth exchange, he has served Rotary and the children of the world in many
ways: as volunteer for polio immunization in India and Nigeria, as initiator of a cataract
surgery project in India, as volunteer labor to build a school in Mexico and an orphanage
in China, as presenter of technology to a medical facility in an Amazonian Village and as
a major donor to the Rotary Foundation. Loring is currently promoting RotaKids, a Rotary
sponsored club in elementary schools, and has expanded that concept to Nigeria and the
Cayman Islands.
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INNOVATIVE OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH
Taiwan 2010
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Chairman Jeff, Henry, and to each of the organizers of this wonderful conference, thank
you for this opportunity to participate. It is truly an honor to be involved.

My local District 6000 in Iowa and our governing multidistrict South Central Rotary
Youth Exchange, SCRYE, have experienced active exchanges with your member districts
for many years. My good friend Jimmy Lee and Debbie helped facilitate the first ever New
Generations Exchange between the United States and Taiwan by hosting my son Caskey.
He remained in Taiwan for four years and became proficient in the Mandarin Language and
taught English. Caskey also experienced the first ever New Generations Exchange in the
country of Argentina. He has since worked and studied in seven different countries on four
continents. I like to think that this is the focus of the youth exchange process, exposing the
world to a new generation of leadership.

Due to instant communication, this generation of leaders is influenced at a much
younger age than in our day or even a decade ago. Rotary Youth Exchange, InterAct and
RotarAct inspire in the minds of youth a better understanding of world affairs and diverse
cultures. However, the average high school student of today has already chosen their
direction of interest. To motivate the principles of world understanding, volunteerism, and
service above self, we must capture the awareness of younger students. These students will

be prime candidates for a youth exchange experience when they become of age.
1. PowerPoint Graphic

RotaKids is a relationship among local Rotary Club members, local school
administration, and upper elementary school children. The program is designed to make
participants aware of the contemporary challenges facing children throughout the world.

Rotary sponsored RotaKids Clubs help young children build self-esteem and teach them
the value of service to others.

2. PowerPoint Graphic

In a recent youth survey in the United States, we discover that one third of 6th grade
students spend no hours helping friends, neighbors, or others. Over 80% of the remaining
students surveyed report less than two hours of service to others per week. Most students
this age will assist others only when directed. The age of technology has decreased a young
student’s desire to become involved in physical projects. I suspect conditions are similar in
Taiwan.

3. PowerPoint Graphic

The club targets 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students with a sincere interest in
volunteerism. This is a receptive age to begin instilling good habits. The children who join
RotaKids meet once a month to carry out service projects to benefit their community and
their school. Students acquire leadership skills by planning and executing selected projects
under the guidance of leaders.

4. PowerPoint Graphic
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Each member is encouraged to live by the RotaKids pledge: As a Rotakid, I promise to be
fair to all, to serve my community, to show respect to others. Each member earns a shirt by
participating in a service project.

5. PowerPoint Graphic

The primary objective of RotaKids is to have students develop an appreciation for service
above self. Students select, plan, and execute projects suitable for them and the community.
They acquire leadership skills by managing all phases of the project. The primary function
of sponsors is to provide guidance when needed and to maintain focus.

6. PowerPoint Graphic

During the initial meeting of a RotaKids Club, one girl felt that if Rotary could eradicate
Polio, RotaKids could alleviate Bird Flu. A winter hat and glove drive for needy families was
deemed more appropriate for their range of ability. Possible projects are only limited by a
lack of imagination and could include: clean up their community, collect items for needy,
improve their school’s appearance, recycle toys and books to local hospitals, established a
joint project with students in another country, or assist local Rotary projects.

7. PowerPoint Graphic
Kids....
8. PowerPoint Graphic
With all their Energy....
9. PowerPoint Graphic
Coupled with purpose....
10. PowerPoint Graphic
Equals....
11. PowerPoint Graphic
A wonderful community commitment.

Last month the Rotary Council on Legislation met to decide, among other issues,
if RotaKids should become an official recognized program of Rotary International.
Unfortunately, it did not pass. However, Proposal #94, “To request the Rotary International
Board to consider endorsing and supporting an EarlyAct program” did pass by a strong
vote. The goals and objectives of EarlyAct are almost identical to RotaKids. It makes sense
that the council approved this name for the group based on the older counterparts of
InterAct and RotarAct. Rotarians involved with the process are confident that a program
proposal involving elementary age students will soon be adopted by the Rotary International
Board.. A worldwide network of RotaKids or EarlyAct students will become natural recruits
for future youth exchange experiences.

Once again, thank you for this opportunity to share with you the passion Rotary has

given to me.
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7.Kids....

8.With all their Energy....

9.Coupled with purpose....

10.Equals....
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